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pur according to their ranks. Since this scheme solved the double ques-
tion of providing relief to disabled Indian soldiers and of increasing the
land under cultivation, the Directors approved of it.180

Famine Relief

*

Natural calamities like famines, storms and fires were studied, and

the remedial measures taken  by the Company, especially in connection

with    famines,    had    a    great    effect    upon    the    stability    of    the

Company's   rule   in    India.    In    1785,    there    was    a    severe    famine

in Madras.181    The scarcity had been first felt early in 1781.    In January

1785   people were dying  in  the  streets.    On   15  October of  the  same

year  owing  to  a  "most  severe  gale  of  wind"  almost  all  the  trading

vessels  in  the  harbour  "were   either  sunk  or  driven  on   shore".    The

consequent loss  of grain  which  was  "estimated  at  upwards  of 30,000

bags " aggravated the " prospect of famine ".   The President and Select

Committee   of  Fort   St.   George,   finding   the   situation   most   alarming,

"thought it necessary to seize upon all the grain which should be im-

ported  for the public stores, paying  the proprietors  a very advanced

price for the same by bills upon us."   This measure did not appear to

the Governor General to be advantageous either to the Company or to

the   individuals   who   imported   rice   at   Madras.    He   therefore   recom-

mended free trade in rice which he believed would bring quick relief

to Fort St. George.    To prevent the possibility of any unnecessary compe-

tition  for  tonnage  among exporters  in  Bengal  which  would  enhance

the freight rates the Bengal Government forbade  the Agent for Ship-

ping at Calcutta "to take up any vessels beyond his present engagements,

on the Company's account, and resolved not to send any further sup-

plies of rice to Fort St. George by public agency but on the Company's

ships, leaving the trade entirely free  to individuals/'    In order to en-

courage this free trade the Governor General promised " to give a fixed

price  of  130  Ps. per grace, payable by bills,  for  all   the  good cargo

rice which should be delivered into store  at  that place,  as  a certain

and last resort to the owners, leaving them at liberty to dispose of it

on better terms, by private sale, if they had an opportunity."    Liberal

contributions made at Calcutta and "the established monthly allowance

collected at Madras" for the support of the poor Indian inhabitants of

this settlement proved, however, inadequate, as hundreds continued to

die daily.   A charitable subscription list was therefore opened at -every

civil and military station, and Rs. 50,000 were subscribed in the Com-

pany's name for meeting the urgent needs of the population.   In this man-

ner, every attempt was made to alleviate the suffering of the people at

Madras.184   By the middle of 1783 the situation eased considerably.   But

a great famine in upper India was now beginning to rage.    It extended

from the Indus to the Karamnasa, but it was most acutely felt in the

region between Agra and Delhi and to the west of Delhi.   The people
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